The Charities Regulator is appointing inspectors to “investigate the affairs of Scouting Ireland”

The Currency has been writing about issues facing Scouting Ireland since April 2023. Now the
Charities Regulator is appointing inspectors to examine a range of matters.

14th Jan, 2025 Tom Lyons Chief Executive, The Currency

https://thecurrency.news/articles/175806/the-charities-regulator-is-appointing-inspectors-to-
investigate-the-affairs-of-scouting-ireland/

The board of Scouting Ireland has written to its members to inform them that the Charities
Regulator is “appointing inspectors to investigate the affairs” of the body. The inspectors, according
to Scouting Ireland, will also examine the affairs of six organisations relating to Scouting Ireland
including the Scout Association of Ireland Trust Corporation, Scouting Trust Property and the Scout
Foundation. The inspectors, according to Scouting Ireland, will seek to “establish the facts
surrounding the status of the following entities: Scouting Ireland Unincorporated Association;
Scouting Ireland (SAI); and Scouting Ireland (CSI) and to clarify the relationships with Scouting Ireland
CLG”. It will also seek to "establish the beneficial and legal ownership of the properties owned and
occupied by the various Scouting organisations in Ireland".

The inspectors are also seeking to establish who has "control of the bank accounts" held for the
benefit of various Scout Provinces and Scout Groups and to "clarify" the relationship between
Scouting Ireland and various entities namely The Scout Foundation, The Scout Association of Ireland
Trust Corporation CLG and Scouting Trust Property.

Scouting Ireland said the inspectors would also seek to "ascertain the facts underlying the delay in
preparing financial statements for two consecutive financial periods"

The inspectors are expected to complete a report on the various matters which will then be
published by the Charities Regulator.

Scouting Ireland said it had been in "communication" with the Charities Regulator over these issues
for the "last number of months and welcome the opportunity afforded by the inspection to bring
clarity to the legal structures relating to Scouting in Ireland"

"We will of course cooperate fully with the inspectors in the course of their work," it said. "Such
work may extend over a number of months and given that the process is formal and governed by
specific legislation, our opportunity to comment further during the process is likely to be limited
until the inspectors' work is completed."

The Currency has been writing about the challenges facing Scouting Ireland since April 2023.
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